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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS




Elections Committee Minutes/Action Summary
Associated Students 

May 5th, 2014 5pm

Nati Conference Room 
Minutes/Actions recorded by: Nadia Mounzih

CALL TO ORDER Claire 5:07pm 
A. MEETING BUSINESS

A-1. Roll Call 

	Name
	Note:

 absent (excused/not excused)

arrived late (time)

departed early (time)

proxy (full name)
	Name
	Note:

absent (excused/not excused)

arrived late (time)

departed early (time)

proxy (full name)

	Claire Fox
	Present
	Jordan LaMarche
	Present

	Gerardo Gonzalez
	Present
	Alex Berkman
	Absent

	Fiona Hayman
	Excused
	Nadia Mounzih
	Present


F-2 New Business

a. Late Budgets
a. ------
b. -------
c. Inform candidate/party that they will have received a charge
d. They have until Wednesday, May 7th at noon to submit final budget. Failure to submit budget at this time with result in an additional charge
e. MOTION/SECOND: Gonzalez/LaMarche
To issue ------------ a charge of $100 for his 3rd deadline violation
ACTION: 3-0 to APPROVE

f.    MOTION/SECOND: Gonzalez/LaMarche

To issue ----- a charge of $50 for 2nd deadline violation

ACTION: 3-0 to APPROVE
C. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
· Changes to the Election Code

· Discussion of suggestions

· 1. They suggested lowering the budget to $2,500

· Very low

· Drastic change

· 2. Request that parties can only purchase 800 shirts

· We do not feel that we should be limiting what type of ‘swag’ and merchandise parties purchase

· What about independents? Will there be a limit here too?

· 3. Requesting that Elections Committee members go to pre-campaigning meetings and be part of the interview/primary process


· This is on the grounds that we will always only have 2 parties

· What will this achieve?

· It is not the committees role to interfere with each parties process for creating a slate

· 4. Making complaints public

· Concern that these warnings/charges will then be used against the candidates and create mudslinging

· Candidates are already under lots of stress and we feel that this would be an unnecessary stress 

· Recognize that we need to up our response to those who file complaints

· In addition to the automatic reply that individuals receive, we should send a further deeper email (but without releasing details of decision)

· This would create a cycle

· If someone feels that a complaint was not properly handled they can always address Judicial Council at the end of the election process

· 5. Having Elections Committee members in Facebook groups

· This is there private space

· Who is to say that additional private groups will be created without informing the Committee

· What happens when committee members see violations on the Facebook page

· This is a space of campaigning strategy

· The committee members in these groups may grow sympathetic to these parties/candidates and may not be able to make clear decisions when voting

· Request that senate not be able to add initiatives to the ballot after Week 9 of Winter Quarter

· Need time to send language to UCOP and to get it on the ballot

· This takes time

· Really rushed this year

· Voters need to officially hit submit for their ballot to count!

· Change Dean of Students to AS Staff Member under Eligibility 

· Changes to Declaration of Candidacy Meeting:

· Idea that we should invite CAPS to Declaration of Candidacy Meeting

· Have stations at meeting

· Need to be very certain that all candidates go through all the steps and sign in!

· Proxy Form could be an online? 

· Issue of checking proxy form and having a due date prior to meeting

· Concern is what would we consider a valid reason for excuse

· Currently code states class, illness, or extenuating circumstances up to the discretion of the committee are valid reasons to have a proxy

D. REMARKS
End of year Committee dinner coming soon…
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