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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS




 Coastal Fund Agenda
Associated Students 

Tuesday, 4/25/17, Nati Conference Room

CALL TO ORDER 6:14pm by Tristen, minutes recorded by Annalise

A. ATTENDANCE
	Name
	Note:
absent (excused/not excused)

arrived late (time)

departed early (time)
	Name
	Note:
absent (excused/not excused)

arrived late (time)

departed early (time)

	Tristen Thron

Chair
	Present
	Alejandra Posada

Outreach Coordinator
	Present

	Stephen Fetterly

Co-Chair
	Present
	Maya Normandi

Outreach Coordinator
	Present

	Matias Eusterbrock

Undergraduate Rep
	Present
	Peter Min

Outreach Coordinator
	Present

	Daniel Charette

Undergraduate Rep
	Present
	An Nguyen

Outreach Coordinator
	Absent

	Esha Suri

Undergraduate Rep
	Present
	Annalise DiSanto

Administrative Assist
	Present

	Isabella Marill

Graduate Student Rep
	Present
	Alex Giolito

Senate Liaison
	Absent

	Courtney Thomas

Graduate Student Rep
	Present
	Sarah Siedschlag

Advisor
	Present


B. COMMITTEE BUSINESS
1. Approval of Attendance and Proxies
MOTION/SECOND: Tristen/Daniel

Motion language: Motion to approve the attendance and proxies

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

2. Approval of Minutes
MOTION/SECOND: Tristen/Bella

Motion language: Motion to approve the minutes from last week

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

C. PUBLIC FORUM
(Announcements, appreciations, concerns, requests to have items added to agenda)

D. REPORTS
1. Advisor Report: Siedschlag
· Vote on gold - Elections are happening

2. Chair Report: Thron
· Earth Day was a success

3. Senate Report
4. Administrative Report: Di Santo
· Last meeting of the quarter - week 8 May 23rd

5. Coastal Service Program Report: Di Santo
6. Outreach and Education Report: Normandi and Posada
· Matias tabling at IV Earth Day

· Courtney and Stephen tabling at Chilla Vista

· Waiting to hear back about menu & quote from gala 

· 3rd speaker - Lisa + other NCOS speaker

7. Sub-Committee Reports
· Application Sub-Committee

· Finished revising application questions

· Biggest changes: transferring budget to excel file

· Changing undergrad stipend to $400 from $375

E. AGENDA
1. Approval of Agenda/Additions to Agenda
MOTION/SECOND: Tristen/Daniel

Motion language: Motion to approve the agenda and additions

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

F. OLD BUSINESS
1. (item)
MOTION/SECOND: /

Motion language: 

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

G. NEW BUSINESS
1. X
MOTION/SECOND: (name)/(name)

Motion language: 

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

H. DISCUSSION
1. (first item)

I. PROJECT REVIEW
Project Title: Spring 17-06 (Across the Channel: Investigating Diel Dynamics (ACIDD))

Sponsoring Organization: UCSB MSI

Presenter Name: Nicholas Huynh 

Summary: Since 1995, the UC Ship Funds Program has been administered by the Scripps Institute of

Oceanography (SIO). With the mission to catalyze independent research and oceanographic

training, the program has annually solicited competition, from graduate students to early-career

faculty, for invaluable sea-time aboard SIO research vessels. This year, we graduate students of

the Interdepartmental Graduate Program in Marine Science (IGPMS) worked together to draft

ideas and submitted a science proposal to the program. The proposal was successful and we were

awarded 7 days in December 2017 to conduct work aboard the 238-ft Research Vessel (R/V) Sally

Ride. We are the first UCSB team to be awarded by the program. The award, amounting to an

approximately $350K value, generously offsets the costs to operate the ship and accommodate the

science team, including room and board and technical support. Still needed are funds to support

the work we proposed to undertake.

Presentation Notes:

· Student cruise that will be going out in December

· Going out to sea is inaccessible to a lot of marine science students

· UC Ship Funds Program - designed to benefit students from coastal schools

· Platform for education and course requirements for scripps

· Only benefits UCSD folks

· No one from UCSB had boarded the ships before this year

· Put in a proposal and got 5 days of science at sea 

· Kelsey secured funding for outreach work

· Coming to us for help with the science

· Zooplankton go up in down in the water column every day

· Never been looked at before in the channel

· Outreach component - selection of art, music, poetry on the boat with them

· They can translate the scientific ideas to the public

Board Questions:

· How did you pick your artists?

· Deep Blue Sea event - artist had a beautiful way of displaying phytoplankton

· One UCSB grad

· One is doing work in Portland bringing together artists to create work displaying public issues through art

· What sort of research has been funded through the UC Ship Funds program?

· Platform to test new instruments that faculty are calibrating

· Using it as a field trip for an undergraduate or graduate course

· Graduate student-led cruises → looked at ocean gyre biology

· Why do you want to study zooplankton? What are the broader implications?

· LTER has some research gaps - no one working on zooplankton

· This cruise would be a wonderful opportunity to explore that field

· Would like to invite experts on zooplankton

· Looking at viruses and their effect

· Ocean life relies on zooplankton as a food source - no one has looked at this and how it might change as time goes on - filling in gaps 

· If you were to get great data on this trip, would this have to be repeated every few years on this large vessel? Or could you do it on a smaller boat?

· Initial research will determine the answer to this

· It may not be required to be repeated, but it would be easy to keep it going and apply it elsewhere

· What is the distinction between the 9 days and 5 “science” days?

· Set up and break down = 2 days

· Travel = 2 days

· Only 5 days where they can do science 

· Will do practice runs on the way there and also outreach during those off-days

· Contained styrofoam outreach activity

· What are the travel and shipping costs?

· Travel - to go to conferences and present the work

· Want to do local conferences but also around the country

· Publications - costs money to publish a paper

· Editorial costs

· University has no funding for publications - would need to come from PI, but would like to have this be a student-driven project

· Shipping - gear is being shipped from all over to use on the cruise - need to ship it here and back to Cape Cod

· Renting a truck to bring gear to San Diego as well

· Who is the personnel funding going towards?

· Money that PI would be paying them for processing data

· This is something the PI would pay for if they were under them - may request it from another agency

· Putting a dollar sign on their time/work

· Why do you want to take away time from your dissertation to do this project?

· Person A - his dissertation is on the channel - Can look at processes not seen in the long term records

· Person B - Would like to do primary production research

· Nick - Research is directly applicable to the theme of his dissertation - but would also like to lead an oceanographic cruise

· Person C - once in a lifetime experience, wants to go to sea and collect data

· Kelsey - likes going out to sea, wants to do meaningful research - mathematical models of global ecosystems

· Are there priorities within the line items?

· Got the $50,000 from another agency

· Publications cost could be cut in half

· Hoping to do a series of grassroots fundraisers

· How will you get the kids involved?

· Reaching out to kids in SB, Ohio, Massachusetts

· Work with teachers in elementary, middle, high schools - Helping to develop lesson plans in oceanography

· Are you planning on applying to other major funding sources?

· Not really - not a lot available

· Always have specific calls for certain topics - success rate is 25%

· Reaching out for donor support

· No specific place for them to apply for funding

· Constantly looking

Board Discussion:

· Sounds like a once in a lifetime opportunity for the students

MOTION/SECOND: Daniel/Bella

Motion language: Motion to table discussion of 17-06 with funding the shipping and whatever costs we figure out later

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

Project Title: Spring 17-07 (Supporting Students in Natural History Collections Research)

Sponsoring Organization: CCBER

Presenter Name: Katja Seltmann 

Summary: CCBER is seeking funding for student internships that focus on using the UCSB Natural History

Collection to research the ecology of Santa Barbara coastal plant and animal species. Our fragile

coastal areas are highly modified by human use and we know very little about the diversity and

abundance of organisms right here on the UCSB campus. This project will guide interns to

explore local biodiversity and ask questions about how we can improve conservation within this

critical habitat. The UCSB collection contains approximately half a million specimens

predominantly from Santa Barbara County. It includes plants, algae, mammals, birds, insects and

reptiles. The collection is historical, with the oldest specimens dating back to the late 1800s. The

collection, along with data from other collections, is useful in asking questions about

conservation of endangered species and the effects of climate change on species distributions.

CCBER Director Katja Seltmann (PhD Entomology) and the Collection Manager/Research

Botanist Greg Wahlert (PhD Botany) will mentor students in identification of plants and insects

and methods of natural history collection research.

the work we proposed to undertake.

Presentation Notes:

· Director at CCBER

· CCBER - manages restored campus land, runs Kids in Nature, maintains Natural History Collection

· half a million specimens

· university researchers and faculty has deposited specimen in this collection since 1930s

· oldest specimen date back to the 1800s - timestamps of SB ecology (largely a regional collection)

· CCBER is getting more and more requests from interns to have more in depth and involved research projects

· Early research experiences are very pivotal for students to experience

· Requesting funding to create those in depth research opportunities for students

· Hiring a new collection manager/research botanist - his job will be to do research on local coastal floras

· Outlined three projects:

· Investigations of restored lands: missing species - What should be here that is not

· Botanical flora of coastal UCSB - what kinds of weeds/invasives have come about

· Checklists of various areas around campus

· Plant ID, museum methods, database implementation

· Insect and plant associations

· Got awesome data from arthropod sampling of NCOS (CF grant)

· Strong insect/plant interactions around native plants - willow/salix + parasitoids

· Would like to get a student excited about describing this network

Board Questions:

· Are you having the students get loans or specimens from other herbaria?

· Possibly - a lot of data has been digitized

· Part of the project is to access data from larger institutions

· There is a student borrowing information from other institutions to revise a genus

· Will they be scanning and adding collections to online database?

· Yes - 7 students working on this process

· Are your current internships regarding the collections for credit/volunteering?

· Both - some are funded, some volunteer, some credit

· This project is in a more in depth mentorship experience?

· Not entirely - trying to expand the in depth internships

· The for-credit internships are fairly superficial

· If students are very engaged, they try to find funding for them

· Will this project be for present interns or new interns?

· Open to anyone

· All of these projects are new - would ideally like to find 3 new students

· Advertise through list servs

· To what extent will the students be shaping the projects?

· Somewhat open-ended. They are providing students with a solid starting point, but if they find something along the way they would like to expand on they are welcome to do that

· Will the students be meeting on a regular basis with CCBER staff?

· Yes - try to do this with all internships

· Will definitely have one-on-one engagement with mentor

· This is different from the other CCBER grant application because this one is more centered around the natural history collections

· This one is a little more focused on starting research ideas - the other is slightly more broad

· This could lead to really interesting opportunities and discoveries - could have some sort of product at the end of two quarters (web report or online report of missing species)

Board Discussion:

· Sounds like a good project

MOTION/SECOND: Daniel/Courtney

Motion language: Motion to table discussion on spring 17-07 until we hear back on their budget verification

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: YES (Senate)

ADJOURNMENT AT (time)

MOTION/SECOND: Tristen/Bella

Motion language: Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:42pm

ACTION: Consent

Additional approval required: NO

