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A Resolution

To

Address the Rising Costs of the University of California
Whereas: The Organic Act of 18681 established the University of California by merging the College of California with the Agricultural, Mining, and Mechanical Arts College, where the principle of tuition-free higher education for residents of California was enshrined in statute; and
Whereas: A 1960 study called the Master Plan for Higher Education2 during the administration of Governor Pat Brown coordinated by the California State Board of Education and Regents of the University of California recommended the organization of higher education segments to address the needs of the rapidly-expanding baby boomer population, most of which was chaptered into law by the Donahoe Higher Education Act3; and
Whereas: The Master Plan reaffirmed the century-old principle of tuition-free higher education as established prior by the Organic Act, only suggesting that the Regents be authorized to charge ancillary fees such as student housing, feeding, and parking; and
Whereas: Unprecedented access to California’s world-class institutions greatly increased the number and diversity of specialists within the state’s population in fields such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture, and technology, significantly contributing to the beginnings of the Digital and Information Revolutions and ultimately creating one of the largest and fastest-growing economies and middle class in the world; and

Whereas: Monumental historical events that distinctly reshaped the political and cultural landscape of California and the United States, including the Free Speech Movement in response to the administration’s suppression of advocacy regarding off-campus political issues, were born on the campuses of the University across the state; and
__________________________
1http://Bancroft.berkeley.edu/CalHistory/charter.html
2http://www.ucop.edu/acadinit/mastplan/MasterPlan1960.pdf

3http://www.ucop.edu/acadinit/mastplan/SB33ExSess1960.pdf
Whereas: Ronald Reagan, upon being elected Governor in 1966, imposed the first tuition on the system and dismissed then University of California President Clark Kerr, a committed supporter and principal architect of the Master Plan4; and
Whereas: Since the first introduction of tuition at Governor Reagan’s directive, the cost of attending the University of California has ballooned to $12,192 per year as of 2011-2012, an 18% increase from just the academic year prior, nearly double the rate set in 20055, and more than five times the rate of slightly over a decade ago6 (roughly the term length of a University of California Regent); and

Whereas: In 2011, over $2.9 million in tuition paid by students surpassed the amount of funding provided by the California Legislature, totaling $2.4 million7, further creating an institutionalized incentive for the University to accept more out-of-state residents who are charged higher tuition at the expense of California residents; and

Whereas: The rising unaffordability of higher education has forced over thirty-seven million students to turn to loans, the collective total of which has surpassed $1 trillion as of November 20138, pressing students to assumer a debt that is only released by death or permanent disability; and

Whereas: The Public Policy Institute of California predicts the state will face a shortage of at least one million college-educated workers by 2025 at present trends, indicating a correlation between the dramatic slowdown of degree conferrals and tuition increases9; and

Whereas: Access to higher education reduces the likelihood of committing crime, depending on social assistance programs, while increasing the chances of earning higher wages that correspond with higher income taxes and owning a home that generates property tax revenue that reinvests in education and other public programs10; and
Whereas: Removing financial barriers empowers students from historically disenfranchised communities to access quality and affordable higher education, independent of their socioeconomic status, ultimately contributing to a more diverse University11; and 

Whereas: The Constitution of California establishes the Legislature as the body accountable for the allocation of revenues collected by state agencies12, and the Regents of the University of California are charged with exercising fiduciary responsibility and trust of public funds allocated for University-related purposes13,

_________________________

4http://www.berkeley.edu/mews/media/releases/2004/06/08_reagan.shtml

5http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/UC-tuition-hits-12-192-a-9-6-percent-increase-2354523.php#photo-1875326

6http://budget.ucop.edu/fees/documents/history_fees.pdf

7http://articles.latimes.com/2011/aug/22/local/la-me-college-pay-20110822/2

8http://www.asa.org/policy/resources/stats/

9http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/rb/RB_410HJRB.pdf

10http://emlab.berkely.edu/~moretti/lm46.pdf

11http://www.ihep.org/assets/files/publications/a-f/(Brief)_Economic_Diversity_Among_Selective_Colleges_August_2012.pdf
Therefore Let It Be Resolved: That the Associated Students of the University of California, Santa Barbara and the Office of the External Vice President of Statewide Affairs conjointly petition the Regents of the University of California at its next meeting to direct its Committee on Finance to investigate and report on the cost and fiscal impact of rolling tuition back to 2005-2006, 2000-2001, and pre-tuition levels to be completed and presented at the Board of Regents meeting in March of 2014; and

Therefore Be It Further Resolved: That the Associated Students of the University of California, Santa Barbara External Vice President of Statewide Affairs be directed to formally request representatives from other UC campuses to introduce similar bills in their respective associations for adoption at the next University of California Student Association Board of Directors meeting; and

Therefore Be It Further Resolved: That the Associated Students of the University of California, Santa Barbara President be directed to present the contents of this bill to the Council of Student Body Presidents for adoption at its next meeting and formally request the Student Regent and Student Regent-Designate endorse the contents herein; and

Therefore Be It Finally Resolved That the Associated Students Senate Assembled: to urge the aforementioned report be disseminated upon completion to members of the Regents of the University of California, the California State Assembly Higher Education Committee, the California State Senate Education Committee, the Academic Senate of the University of California, the University of California Student Association, the Council of Student Body Presidents, and the Alumni Associations of the University of California, Santa Barbara.

____________________________

12http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_4fjd

13http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_9     
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